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President of the International Headache Society
Professor of Neurology, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Messoud Ashina is Professor of Neurology in the Faculty of Health and
Medical Sciences, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. He is also Director
of the Human Migraine Research Unit at the Danish Headache Center and
Department of Neurology, Rigshospitalet Glostrup.

Professor Ashina has been actively involved in headache research since
1995. His research interests include experimental migraine and cluster
headache models, functional neuroimaging, novel antimigraine drug targets,
mechanism of migraine and action of antimigraine medications. He has
authored over 400 papers, abstracts and book chapters on the topic of
headache, including migraine and cluster headache.

Messoud Ashina serves as associate editor of Cephalalgia, associate editor
of Headache and associate editor of The Journal of Headache and Pain.
Professor Ashina is President of the International Headache Society.

New targets for migraine treatment

A key feature of migraine is that various endogenous or
exogenous triggers can initiate an attack. This quality
provides us with the unique opportunity to explore disease
mechanisms and new drug targets by experimentally
inducing attacks in humans. We have discovered that
targeting cyclic guanosine monophosphate (cGMP), cyclic
adenosine monophosphate (CAMP) or directly opening
adenosine 5’-triphosphate-sensitive K+ channels (Katp
channel) leads to migraine attacks in a high proportion of
patients, suggesting that these intracellular molecules and
channels could be new targets for migraine treatment. In
my presentation | will present new data on the big Ca2+
sensitive K+ channel (BKca) channel opener, amylin,
PACAP and vasoactive intestinal polypeptide.



